DCX:UMENT RESUME 



ED 081 465 



PS 006 587 



AUTHOR 
TITLE 

SPONS AGENCY 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 



AVAILABLE FROM 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



Lainber1:,r Howard 

Comparison of Cognit:ive Developmental Theories of Ego 
and Moral Development, . 

Illinois State Psychiatric Inst.^ Chicago. 
Sep 72 

2p. ; Report from proceedings of 80th Annual 
Convention of the American Psychological Association, 
September 2-8, 1972, Honolulu, Hawaii 

American Psychological Association, 1200 17tb Street, 
N* W., Washington, D* . Ce 20036 

MF-$0.65 HC Not Available from EDRS. 
Adolescents; Adults; *Developmental Psychology; 
Elementary School Students; *Moral Development; ^ 
^Personality Development; *Self Concept; Theories 
Developmental Stages; Ego Development; Kohlberg Moral 
Development Test; Loevinger Sentence Cpmpletion 
Test 



ABSTRACT 

Two developmental stage theories concerned with moral 
development (Kohlberg) and ego development (Loevinger) were compared^ 
Correlational relationships between the stages of each theory were 
measured, and a contingency table that visually portrayed the 
relationships between the stages was included. . The study was based on 
two hypotheses: (1) There would be a high, positive correlation 
between the Loevinger and Kohlberg stages ; and (2) The ego 
development test could be broken down into its various components. 
The Kohlberg Moral Development Test and the Loevinger Sentence 
Completion Test were the instruments used for assessment. .Subjects 
included a group of 11- 15-year>-old middle-class children to tap the 
lower ego levels, a group of young adults ^ clinical psychologists and 
psychiatric social workers. Analysis of results supported the first 
hypothesis, and the contingency table revealed clear parallels 
between the two series* The second hypothesis ^ however, was rejected. 
Discussion focused on characteristics of the instruments of 
measurement and theoretical implications. . (DP) 
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|C0iv1PARiS0N OF COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENTAL 
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■ l.ovvi:V'cr 
1970h and l^ohlbeVi 



Looviny,LM , V,Vss!cf, iS. Rediiioiv;',- 
(1953, 1953) liav; presented isvo 
iiKl5:po;iac.-rLly tlcrlVod tl?vcloprncMila! :Un;:j tlieoiics sviili 
can::!"'jo!:;b!: ovorl:*p in both (he order aiKl coiiiorU of llic 
st;i)-V:s. IColiiborjj was iiUorcslcd soicly lii ilto stages of iiioial 
devvlopir.ciit; Loeviiigor, i/i the st'ig:^:; uf ego dcvclopnicrd. 
Ilo'.vc'vcr. in the process of dcfiniai^ oj;o devolup;r.:^nt, 
Locvingej- included' mural devclupmciil ::S a facet of, but 
not the lotiilily of, ego developmsiU. Tl\e study reported 
her? coinpnrcd 'the stages of the mora! and ego developtnent 
theories to one ajiother. - 

The invostigntion of tlve relationships between these tv/o 
stage theories was undertaken in two ways. QuantitrKively 
the study sought, to measure tlie degree of relatlonsiiip 
between tfic sUigestof each. theor>'. Desrripiively the study^ 
set out lo gciierate a coniingency tabic visually portraying 
the . relationships between the various sta;;;es of ego and 
moral developnicnt. It v/as tiiouglit tliat tliis "table would 
provide Llie opportunity to describe each stage of cadi 
.liieory- in terms of the stages in the other ii^eor>' to which it 
corresponds.- 

Tv/o specific h}'pothe5os were Icsled in the statist icni 
analyses of the data. Tl^ey v/ere as follows: {ci) Individuals 
who score high on ego developnicnt will score high on 
nroHi) development; individua's who score low on ego 
developh:cnt will receive a low score on moral develop- 
ment. A liipji, positive correlation bctv/een the.Loevingcr 
stages and tiic Kohlberj:^ stages was predicled. (Z?) The ego 
dcvclopnieat test could be broken down into its various 
components. The research v/as planned to identify tiiose ' 
sleni.s on tlie .sentence completion test that, cither singly cr 
in CO. ubination; accounted for the obtained measure of the 
rclationsliip between the ego and moral development tests. 
It v/as .theorized that a small number of sterns that v/ere 
providing the moral londing in tlic Loevinger test would be 
isolated, ' , * ' 

Kohlberg's test of moral development was developed 
"over a decade ago and has been successfully usedMn a 
variety of studies/ It was hoped tiiat through a detailed 
comparison of Locvinger's ego davclopinent . test and 
Koldbcrg's .moral development test, a necessary first s'tcp 
was being taken with, respect to estnblisln'ag tlie .Loevinger 
test as a valid and workable instrument for future 
behavioral science researcl;. * . 
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.The design of tlie research called for obtaining 
approximately equal numbers of 5s nt ench of t!ic levels of 
ego development- as nieasuiod by the l.oevinger Sentence 
Conipleiion I'est (LfiC'l ). Ali »S's ,weie also -"given the 
Koldberi- Moral Development Test (RMDT). The lower ego 
levels v/erc tupped by testing 11- :md 15-yr.-old children. 
The In'jjier levels v/ere filled by testing group.> of yoiing 
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Sarnpie I corisisled of 35 I 



yr.-okl middle-class white 
were at lending the public 



Anjcricar.-borri children v.'ho 

schools In Alsip, 111. Then: v/ore 17 males and 18 females. 

San^i'•ic 2 consisted of 24 I5-yr.-o]d middle-class while 
Anv:'rican-born cliihiren wh.o were attending the public 
scliools jn Alsip, 111. Tlierc v/erc 10 males and M.feniales'." . 

■ Sanipie 3 consisted of 15 middle-cl.iss v/hite American- 
born ninle young acinlis, Tiieir\i;=',es rimged from 20 lo 27 
with a mean'age of 24,2. These v/ere mcii who had attended 
higlK^cliool in /\lsjp, III. , . 

Sanipie 4 consisted of 14 mombei's of t!ie Department of 
Psychology, lllihois State Psychiatric Institute, Chicago, 
llicjc were II men and 5 v/omcn.^They were all white 
An^eric:m-bom individuals whose ages ranged from 26 to 60 
with a mean age. of 38.3. Seven of tiieseLS's had obtained 
PhDs and the remaining 7 had either an MA in pSycholdgy 
or its ecjuiralent. 

Sample 5 consisted of five social v/orkcrs from Ihe staff 
of tlie Department of Social Service, Illinois State 
Psychiatric. Institute, Chicago. There were two males and 
three fcmaies. They were. a!l white American-born 
individuals whose age range v/as from 25 to 50 v/ith a mean 
age of 34.6. r\11 had received the MSW degrco.- 

Sample 6 consisted of 14 graduate students attending a 
course in counseling ii^ i^oyola University's Masters in 
Pastoral Counseling Program. There were 5 men and 9 
'women. Their .ages ranged from 21 to 60 v.^jth a meaa%e 
of 32.9. They were all white'and. American bom:. - 

Instninicnis and Scoring MetJiods 

Each".^ \vas given four of Kohdberg's Moral Dilemmas 
and ■ Locvinger^s Ego Development Sentence Completion 
Test. Approximately half oL the Ss took thc Kohlberg test 
first ar.d half took the Loevinger test first. The Kohlbcrg 
instrument (Situations I, 3, 4, and S) v/as administered 
individually while tiie Loevinger te.st was group administer- 
ed for all samples except Sample 3. The in Sample 3 
came fronv^'t research project in which the LSCT had been 
iiidividually administered. The administratioa instructions 
for all '5s were those suggested by the authors of the test 
instrujncat's. All of the test administration and scoring was 
done by trained examiners and trained raters. AU'scoring 
was done out of context and according to the rules 
described in Loevinger's and Kolilberg's scoring manuals. 

■ RESULTS .AND DISCUSSION- ,. 

Rcbtionship bet wen the tests. The obtained Pearson 
prodnct-nH3meiU correhition coefficient between tive total 
protocol rating on the LSCT and tlic global rating on the 
KMDT was ,S0, showing that, wdili a higli degree of 



ThU study \v;is* suppvTiled in part by a prant from- tl:o lilt no !.'? 
State Psycliijtri': InsUtulo, Chiau;o, IKinois. 
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rCiU:!:!'u*y. i;:'*.iivi-Ju:jis \v!:r, scf,i:oi:l birji o;V (.^hc tC:U tended 
to score un tiio oilier. Si.'.oil.iilv, i!i0.oo p.-riiuns scorii^', 
lov/ on oriv' Icsl londoc! rc^ score lo>v on in- .second. 
Tlierof{»;-: ]{)'pothe$i3 1 \v::s iu-cophni.. " / , 

Si.:<};i' by suqic i'ontijnmons. The contingency lublc of 

<,e<;D 'Jiifi moriii devc!opii^.or»i scores is prcsciiiL';! in Table I. 
strikhv.; risjjoct of TaWo 1 was ilio extent of 
cor.rosponr^Odce between liic. Loevins^cr pure st:ifes (i.e., 2, ' 
D, 3, 4, and 5) aiicl the Koiiibcrg 5t:v4es. Clear parallels ^ " 
between llie tsvo series eniciuocl. Tliey were Loevinger stage 
2 with Kohlbcrg, sI:j£o 2; l.oe;1n^cr Del in vAih Kohlberg S; 

' 3 v/itli 4; 4 with 5,; and 5 with C^. , , . 

Tlie most important resnh Iciirned from T:ihie" i v/as that . 
all ego dcvelopm.ent tran.siti.'jii stages wore virtually 
identical lo the preceding slnv^c with respect. lo dislribiiliou 
of their moral development scores.- In other weirds, 

. iudividuats v/lvj scored 3/4 on tiic LSCT canhl noi be 
dlscrifrn'nalcdTrom individunls who scored. 3 on the LSCT 
with respect to their moral development. The same could 
be said of D/3 r.nd D Ss and also 4/5 and 4 Indhlduals. This 
v/a s an important frnding because researchers working 
intensively with the. LSCT and theory (ii^ehiding the 
author) have'a deep coninhtment to the belief that 3/4 5s. 
are difjterent. from 3s and that 4/5, individuals ere 
distinguishable froni 4s on the' basis of tlioir sentence 
completion responses. Since this was. so, the following 

'question hiid to be answered: *'What wai; the basis for 
differentiating the transitional phases' from . the stages 
■preceding them?" Bi?.scd upon the data tluv answer was . 
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ciearV 1*ransi(.ioji:rl sta^^cs nmst have been di^^tii'.juishcd from 
preccdiiu; .Ki:iges on Ihv. basis of oilier Irniis or 
char:icieri.siic:; of e[;o dcvch^pmcnt 45csidcs mornl develop- 
ment. Catiiod OM.e sk'p rurthci, this line of reasoning led to 
tiie.conclusif:m that the dcvelopnvenl of niora! judginenls is 
preceded by the devclopn^onl of other ego ahihrics in tl)e 
trnnsilion from one nv^o level to tlie next. ' * . ^ 

■* . TliC tnorut fucior in ihe ciimlcvelopnicnt fcsf: Th-c first j 
step in teslijti; ' tiie second hypothesis v.'as.to generate^' 
corrclulioa cocfncients between the scores 16 each of the 
sienis on tliC l^SCT and ihc global Koldberg score. T1ie 
correlations ranged from .6'S to ,34 in a fairly coutin.uous" . 
maimer, it was neither statistically nor thoorctically 
possible -to specify a cut-off point, a.nd -argue that iicnis ■ 
whose correlations . were above this level were -more 
significantly celulcd to. the Kohlberg scores than items with 
lower corrolntion.s. The second approach at temp ted to / 
discover wl'.elhcr a small group of stems v/as providing the* 
moral factor in the" ego development iest by einploying 
stcpv/ise midtiple-regress^on analyses. By forcing each stem , 
to be first, in t.iie regression 'equation on separate computer 
runs, it was possible to determine the- amount Ihat each 
stem contributed to; the prediction of the Koldlicrg global 
scores. The results of the analyses showed that all the items 
on the LSCT were related to the Kohlberg test in such 
v/ay that a moral factor could, not .be isolated in the 
responses to a h'mited-numbef of'stems en. tiie' LSCT. The. 

.second hypothesis of the study was therefore "rejected. 

The autlior believes that the results of this. study are best 
explained by thie a.ssumplion that thei-e are changing 
cognitive-devclonnienial structures underlying both tests 

. cmploj'cd in . this research, it can, also be argued that the 

.changes in the cognitive and affective^ strueiurcs underlying 
both tests represent hierarclucal ' reintegrations in the 
development of a master trait that can justift.^bly be labeled ' 
ego development. ■, , ' . . ' 
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